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dwelt sequestered in unbroken composure and
steadfastness in his chosen home amid the
mountains and lakes of his native region, working
out his own ideal of the high office of the Poet.

The interpretation of life in books and the
development of imagination underwent changes
of its own. Most of the great lights of the
eighteenth century were still burning, though
burning low, when Wordsworth came into the
world. Pope, indeed, had been dead for six
and twenty years, and all the rest of the Queen
Anne men had gone. But Gray only died in
1771, and Goldsmith in 1774. Ten years later
Johnson's pious and manly heart ceased to beat.
Voltaire and Rousseau, those two diverse oracles
of their age, both died in 1778. Hume had
passed away two years before. Cpwper was
forty years older than Wordsworth, but Cowper's
most delightful. work was not produced until
1783. Crabbe, who anticipated Wordsworth's
choice of themes from rural life, while treating
them with a sterner realism, was virtually his
contemporary, having been born in 1754, and
dying in 1832. The two great names of his own
date were Scotland Coleridge, the first born in